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How to Support the National Bible Society

Individuals or organisations may support the
work of the Bible Society in many ways.
Amongst these are:

Membership
Prayer
Sowers' Club
Donations and Gifts

Legacy or Bequests
If interested please contact:

The General Secretary
The National Bible Society of Ireland
41 Dawson Street
Dublin 2

Phone: (01) 677 3272

Brochures, catalogues and details of services

will be sent upon request.
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ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE SOCIETY

The Bible Society was founded in 1806, as the Dublin Bible Society, with the
objective of encouraging a wider circulation of the Sacred Scriptures in Ireland. From
1808 to 1987 the society was known as the Hibernian Bible Society. In 1987, the
Belfast Bible Society operation become an independent Society called the Bible
Society in Northern Ireland. The Hibernian Bible Society changed its name to Bible
Society in Ireland. In 1989, the Society adopted the name The National Bible Society
of Ireland.

The Bible Society has a long and distinguished history. It has distributed an
estimated 10 million copies of the Scriptures in Ireland in its 187 years of existence
and it has contributed finance and personnel for the worldwide task of Scripture
distribution and translation. As a charitable Society it continues this task today.

In 1949, the Society joined the newly-formed United Bible Societies which is now
a worldwide partnership of Bible Societies and offices operating in over 200 countries.
All these Bible Societies share the common aim of achieving the widest possible
effective distribution of the Holy Scriptures; they do this at a price people can afford
and in a language and format they can understand. Bible Societies have a declared
policy of serving all Churches and of inviting all Churches to be partners with them in
the great task of spreading God's Word to every person.

THE PURPOSE OF THE NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY
OF IRELAND

The purpose of the National Bible Society of Ireland is to make the Holy Scriptures
available in a relevant format at prices which can be afforded by all people. The
Society also provides Bible-related services especially education and training in the
effective use of the Bible.
The purpose is achieved by serving and co-operating with Christians of all
traditions and by reaching out to people who do not know Jesus Christ. The National
Bible Society co-operates with other bodies in Ireland and abroad in Bible distribution
and translation. As a member of the United Bible Societies it shares in worldwide co- |
operation with the Catholic Biblical Federation so that all people may own, use, value
and share the Bible.
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Review of 1995-1996

The past year has been a time of preparation with several major projects in planning
stages. We are very grateful to all those who have given so generously of their time
during the past year: attending meetings, preparing items for publication, representing
the Society around the country, packing envelopes, etc. Without their faithful support
many projects would not reach fruition.

Week of the Bible

In 1996 the National Bible Society of Ireland is organising the first national Week of
the Bible in Ireland, November 17-24, with the theme “The Bible, a Word for Today?”.
The aims will be to raise the profile of the Bible in every way possible with the general
public, to show how it is indeed relevant to today’s problems, and to reach out to those
for whom the Bible has hitherto had little or no interest, as well as to practising Chris-
tians.

The national committee has been meeting for almost two years prepar-
/7 ing for this major event and many local committees have worked hard to
plan events in their areas. There will be a number of events (lectures,
quizzes, Bible studies, exhibitions, competitions etc.) around the country,
and the Week has the enthusiastic support of all the main Christian
denominations, including the Catholic Episcopal Conference. It com-
mences officially with an interdenominational service in St. Patrick’s Cathedral,
Dublin, on November 17, when President Robinson hopes to be present and the
preacher will be Archbishop Michael Neary. The Society’s annual Bedell-Boyle
Lecture will be given by Selwyn Hughes on November 15, as part of the general
occasion. Limerick and Clare began even earlier, in September, with lectures on the
Book of Kells.

The Board and staff of Bible Society are increasingly excited to learn of the
energetic efforts already being set in motion throughout the country by people from all
traditions. Cork, Limerick, Clare, Donegal, and the midlands are well represented,
ensuring that it is a national affair.

Special Resource Packs for Parishes and Schools have been prepared by some of
our faithful supporters. Two competitions will be held for primary and post-primary
students. We are very grateful to the many people who gave financial support to these
initiatives, including the Church of Ireland Priorities Fund, the Dioceses of Clogher,
Cloyne, Kildare & Leighlin, Killaloe, Limerick, Ossory and Raphoe, Church &
General Insurance, the participants in the “diminishing coffee party” scheme and




private individuals. We also acknowledge with thanks the many companies which
have pledged their support. Cambridge University Press, Oxford University Press,
Lion Publishing, Hodder & Stoughton and Bible Reading Fellowship have offered
prizes for the competitions and resource material for use during the week.

In recent years it has become more and more clear to many, including a significant
number of community leaders. that the National Bible Society of Ireland is providing a
unique witness in Ireland to the Lord Jesus Christ through His Word. It is fully
supported by, and supplies Bibles and study material to, all the churches in the country
(in line with over 100 other National Bible Societies throughout the world), and of
course does not carry the historical burdens which sadly are associated with the
various ecclesiastical traditions. This is of key importance as Ireland comes face to
face with the major “post-Christian” social problems now rampant throughout secular
Europe and elsewhere, and there is a greater need than ever to shift the focus away
from age-old differences.

The idea is that this Week will not be a one-off event but perhaps the first of an
annual Week, and we are very anxious that the concentrated flurry of activity during
these weeks every year should not be 7-days wonders but should rather act as the
sparks to set off, and maintain, an on-going steady programme generating real famili-
arity with the Bible through regular personal reading or in study groups. We do not
want to duplicate, much less compete with, groups already active; simply to provide
the framework whereby new ones can be set up in parishes, schools, among neigh-
bours, involving young and/or old, across the denominations, and so on. This is
unspectacular in terms of newspaper headlines but it is none the worse for that, and
anyway, it is the “go on quietly sowing for a harvest of righteousness” (James 3:18)
activity and the constant “rain watering the earth” (Isaiah 55:10) that will be effective
in the long term, with obvious implications for active church membership.

The approaching end of the millennium is a time for reflection on issues other than
our everyday routines or the current news headlines. Ireland’s unique role in carly
European Christianity gives us a challenging headline as we become ever more
integrated with our EU neighbours. The juggernaut progress of present-day techno-
logically-based civilization is characterised not so much by steady flight as by explo-
sion: 2006 will be exceedingly more different from 1996 than 1996 is from 1986.
Manipulations in genetics and in reproductive biology, unfamiliar new viruses,
irreversible climatic and environmental changes, nuclear energy, communication
miracles...The one who threatened “Ye shall be as gods™ also showed Jesus Himself
“all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time” long before the Internet - and has
persuaded most Irish people that God's revealed Word sounds well in a Sunday ritual,
or it’s too difficult, or it contradicts itself, or the scientists don’t believe it anyway, or
it’s just plain irrelevant, 2-3,000 years out of date.
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